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you from your private affairs.
Newspapers, therefore, become more necessary in
proportion as men become more equal, and in-
dividualism more to be feared. To suppose that they
only serve to protect freedom would be to diminish
their importance : they maintain civilization. I
shall not deny that in democratic countries news-
papers frequently lead the citizens to launch together
in very ill-digested schemes ; but if there were no
newspapers there would be no common activity. The
evil which they produce is therefore much less than
that which they cure.
The effect of a newspaper is not only to suggest the
same purpose to a great number of persons, but also
to furnish means for executing in common the designs
that they may have singly conceived.   The principal
:itizens who inhabit an aristocratic country discern
sach other from afar ;   and if they wish to unite their
x>rces,   they  move  toward   each   other,   drawing  a.
nultitude of men after them.   It frequently happens,
:>n the contrary, in democratic countries, that a great
lumber of men who wish or who want to combine
cannot   accomplish   it,   because   as   they   are  very
nsignificant and lost amid the crowd, they cannot
iee, and know not where to find, one another.   A
lewspaper then takes up the notion or the feeling that
lad occurred simultaneously, but singly, to each of
hem.    All are then immediately guided toward this
>eacon ; and these wandering minds, which had long
ought each other in darkness, at length meet and
mite.
The newspaper brought them together, and the
lewspaper is still necessary to keep them united. In
>rder that an association among a democratic people
hould have any power, it must be a numerous body.
The persons of whom it is composed are therefore